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Course: Critical Analysis of History Through Film PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 11, 12 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Critical Analysis of History Through Film 

In addition to textbooks and other more traditional sources of information, people often learn about historical events and people from sources such as 
film and documentaries. The purpose of this course is for students to critically examine the historical accuracy of material presented in this form and 
how it enhances the themes previously developed in the United States History curriculum. 
 
Each Unit will take about 2 weeks to complete for the semester course 
 
 Possible Curricular Modifications: 
 
 
Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Connections to NJSLS – English Language Arts: 
WHST.9-12.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 
events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes 
WHST.9-12.9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research 
RST.11-12.1: Accurately cite strong and thorough evidence from the text to support analysis 
of science and technical texts, attending to precise details for explanations or descriptions. 
 
Connections to NJSLS – Mathematics 
MP.4: Model with mathematics.  
NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
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Career Readiness, 
Life Literacies, and 
Key Skills  

● 9.1.12.CFR.1: Compare and contrast the role of philanthropy, volunteer service, and 
charities in community development and quality of life in a variety of cultures.  

● 9.1.12.CFR.2: Summarize causes important to you and compare organizations you 
seek to support to other organizations with similar missions. 

● 9.1.12.CFR.3: Research companies with corporate governance policies supporting the 
common good and human rights.  

● 9.4.12.IML.3: Analyze data using tools and models to make valid and reliable claims, 
or to determine optimal design solutions (e.g., S-ID.B.6a., 8.1.12.DA.5, 
7.1.IH.IPRET.8)  

● 9.4.12.IML.4: Assess and critique the appropriateness and impact of existing data 
visualizations for an intended audience (e.g., S-ID.B.6b, HS-LS2-4). 

● 9.4.12.TL.3: Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative 
environments. 

● 9.4.12.TL.4: Collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual 
worlds to analyze and propose a resolution to a real-world problem (e.g., 
7.1.AL.IPERS.6). 

● 9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., 
NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 

● 9.4.12.IML.9: Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit 
messages within information and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 7.1.IL.IPRET.4). 

Computer Science 
and Design Thinking 

● 8.2.12.ETW.2: Synthesize and analyze data collected to monitor the effects of a 
technological product or system on the environment.  

● 8.2.12.ETW.3: Identify a complex, global environmental or climate change issue, 
develop a systemic plan of investigation, and propose an innovative sustainable 
solution. 

●  8.2.12.EC.1: Analyze controversial technological issues and determine the degree to 
which individuals, businesses, and governments have an ethical role in decisions that 
are made.  
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● 8.2.12.EC.2: Assess the positive and negative impacts of emerging technologies on 
developing countries and evaluate how individuals, non-profit organizations, and 
governments have responded.  

● 8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share 
this information with the appropriate audience.  

● 8.2.12.ETW.4: Research historical tensions between environmental and economic 
considerations as driven by human needs and wants in the development of a 
technological product and present the competing viewpoints. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course: Critical Analysis of History Through Film PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 11, 12 

Modifications 

English Language 
Learners 

Special Education At-Risk Gifted and Talented 

Display labeled 
images of individuals, 
terms and content  
 
Use body movement 
and gestures to further 
explain concepts to 
students.  
 
Restate design steps 
aloud before project 
activity. 
 
Assign a native 
language partner.  

Provide adequate 
scaffolds for the 
educational process.  
 
Provide alternative 
choices (i.e. verbal or 
visual) to demonstrate 
proficiency. 
 
Provide an outline of 
lessons 
 
Get a written list of 
instructions 
 
Work or take a test in a 
different setting, such as 
a quiet room with few 
distractions. 
 
Sit where they learn best 
(for example, near the 
teacher). 
 
Use an alarm to help 
with time management. 
 
Work with a partner. 

Incorporate student choice  
 
Invite parents, neighbors, friends, 
the school principal and other 
community members to support 
classroom activities.  
 
Provide peer mentoring to 
improve techniques.  

Take on an additional or more 
complex reading and writing 
prompts  
 
Investigate different levels 
and concepts relevant to the 
presented topics 
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Unit 1 
 

OBJECTIVES ACTIVITIES & EXPERIENCES EVALUATION NJSLS 
Analyzing Films with Historical Themes: 
In this course students will  learn to apply 
the process of critical analysis of film to 
determine the historical accuracy of the 
content by: 

1. Examining primary and secondary 
documents of the events portrayed 
in the film 

2. Comparing the film’s 
representations to that of the 
primary and secondary sources to: 

● verify historical accuracy 
● identify discrepancies 
● determine bias 
● analyze screen 

writer’s/director’s 
interpretation 

3. Comparing the historic context of 
the time to the time the film was 
produced 

4. Evaluating the arguments and 
interpretations as portrayed in the 
film 

 
Film: Inherit the Wind 
 

● Have students brainstorm ways 
that people “learn” history in addition to 
those already discussed. List ideas on 
chart paper or on the board. If students do 
not offer films or movies, add this to the 
list and ask students to name films with 
historical themes that they have either 
seen or heard about. 

● Ask students to give their thoughts 
on the reliability of information presented 
in movies with historical themes. 
Questions to the class might include: Is it 
possible that some of these movies are 
very accurate? Is it possible that some of 
these movies are highly fictionalized? Is 
the perspective from which the film is 
told likely to influence the accuracy of 
information presented? How are historical 
movies or films with historical themes 
different from documentaries and news 
stories? 

● Explain to students that as a class 
you will view a film with an historical 
theme and then compare the account 
given in the film to other sources of 
information available on the topic. 
Instruct students to view the film 

● Actively participate in 
discussing sources pertaining 
to the unit, be actively engaged 
in viewing the film(s) of the 
unit, and become versed in the 
major themes presented from 
primary sources as well as the 
analysis of the film(s). The 
expectation for the student is 
that he/she will prepare for 
class by reading assigned 
materials and applying any/all 
outside sources. 

● Write journals 
throughout the semester that 
will address either pertinent or 
essential questions of the unit 
being studied; journals will 
include student thoughts on the 
reliability of information 
presented in films or movies, 
student answers to unit 
discussion questions, student 
description of personal 
reaction to the ‘films.’ These 
journals may go beyond the 
traditional form. Instructors 

6.1.12.CivicsHR.8.a 
 
6.1.12.HistoryUP.2.b 
 
6.1.12.EconNE.4.a 
 
6.1.12.HistoryUP.4.a 
 
6.1.12.CivicsDP.5.a 
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1. Students will review the concepts of 
conservatism and fundamentalism 

2. Students will evaluate the ongoing 
debate regarding the teaching of 
creationism versus Darwin’s theory 
of evolution 

critically, writing down any points that 
they want to verify through other sources. 

will emphasize that these 
journals should draw upon the 
multiple intelligences 
described by Howard 
Gardener. 

● Write unit reaction 
essays (six) based upon the 
analysis, evaluation, and 
discussion of film and history 
inherent to the unit of study; 
students will develop an 
opinion distinguishing fact 
from “story-telling” (3-4 
pages, MLA Style). Each of 
these six essays will address 
the themes and concepts 
reflected in readings, 
discussion, and journals. 
 
 
Final Assessment (Semester): 
At the end of this semester 
course, students will culminate 
their study be developing a 
theme of their choosing and 
analyze the subject according 
to the standards established in 
the course. Students will be 
required to do the following: 
 
● Determine area of study 

that encompasses a 
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problem-based thesis 
(student ownership, 
approved by instructor). 

● Incorporate the status of 
research performed 
throughout the semester in 
their journals. 

● Choose partners (3) and 
identify individual roles 
required of each (approved 
by instructor). 

● Define how the project will 
be presented (approved by 
instructor). Possibilities 
may include video, script 
writing, panel discussion 
and/or other 
“non-traditional” forms. 

● Minimum requirement 
includes use of primary 
and secondary sources, a 
written component, a clear 
definition of purpose, and 
evidence that supports the 
achievement of personal 
and course objectives. 
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Unit II 
 
OBJECTIVES ACTIVITIES & EXPERIENCES EVALUATION NJSLS 
TransMississippi West and the impact 
that it had on Native Americans: 
 
Film: Fort Apache (clips from Little Big 
Man) 
 

1. Students will evaluate the film’s 
portrayal of Native Americans 
versus John Ford’s in Fort Apache. 

2. Students will develop an opinion 
concerning the role that the 
American soldier had in taming the 
American West. 

● Have students brainstorm ways 
that people “learn” history in addition to 
those already discussed. List ideas on 
chart paper or on the board. If students do 
not offer films or movies, add this to the 
list and ask students to name films with 
historical themes that they have either 
seen or heard about. 

● Ask students to give their thoughts 
on the reliability of information presented 
in movies with historical themes. 
Questions to the class might include: Is it 
possible that some of these movies are 
very accurate? Is it possible that some of 
these movies are highly fictionalized? Is 
the perspective from which the film is 
told likely to influence the accuracy of 
information presented? How are historical 
movies or films with historical themes 
different from documentaries and news 
stories? 

● Explain to students that as a class 
you will view a film with an historical 
theme and then compare the account 
given in the film to other sources of 
information available on the topic. 
Instruct students to view the film 

● Actively participate 
in discussing sources 
pertaining to the unit, be 
actively engaged in viewing 
the film(s) of the unit, and 
become versed in the major 
themes presented from 
primary sources as well as 
the analysis of the film(s). 
The expectation for the 
student is that he/she will 
prepare for class by reading 
assigned materials and 
applying any/all outside 
sources. 

● Write journals 
throughout the semester that 
will address either pertinent 
or essential questions of the 
unit being studied; journals 
will include student thoughts 
on the reliability of 
information presented in 
films or movies, student 
answers to unit discussion 
questions, student description 
of personal reaction to the 
‘films.’ These journals may 

 
6.1.12.HistoryUP.2.a 
 
6.1.12.CivicsDP.5.a 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.c 
 
6.1.12.GeoSV.3.a 
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critically, writing down any points that 
they want to verify through other sources. 

go beyond the traditional 
form. Instructors will 
emphasize that these journals 
should draw upon the 
multiple intelligences 
described by Howard 
Gardener. 

● Write unit reaction 
essays (six) based upon the 
analysis, evaluation, and 
discussion of film and 
history inherent to the unit of 
study; students will develop 
an opinion distinguishing 
fact from “story-telling” (3-4 
pages, MLA Style). Each of 
these six essays will address 
the themes and concepts 
reflected in readings, 
discussion, and journals. 
 
 
Final Assessment 
(Semester): 
At the end of this semester 
course, students will 
culminate their study be 
developing a theme of their 
choosing and analyze the 
subject according to the 
standards established in the 
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course. Students will be 
required to do the following: 
 
● Determine area of study 

that encompasses a 
problem-based thesis 
(student ownership, 
approved by instructor). 

● Incorporate the status of 
research performed 
throughout the semester 
in their journals. 

● Choose partners (3) and 
identify individual roles 
required of each 
(approved by instructor). 

● Define how the project 
will be presented 
(approved by instructor). 
Possibilities may include 
video, script writing, 
panel discussion and/or 
other “non-traditional” 
forms. 

● Minimum requirement 
includes use of primary 
and secondary sources, a 
written component, a 
clear definition of 
purpose, and evidence 
that supports the 
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achievement of personal 
and course objectives. 
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Unit III 
 
OBJECTIVES ACTIVITIES & EXPERIENCES EVALUATION NJSLS 
World War II: 
 
Film: The Longest Day vs. Saving Private 
Ryan 
 

1. Students will identify the theme of 
the film, The Longest Day, as a 
patriotic one, the triumph of 
democracy over dictatorship. 

2. Students will identify the themes in 
Saving Private Ryan. 

3. Students will compare the themes in 
both. 

4. Students will examine the central 
character roles as designed by the 
purpose of the films. 

5. Students will identify and describe 
the reaction the films had on that 
generation. 

● Have students brainstorm ways 
that people “learn” history in addition to 
those already discussed. List ideas on 
chart paper or on the board. If students do 
not offer films or movies, add this to the 
list and ask students to name films with 
historical themes that they have either 
seen or heard about. 

● Ask students to give their thoughts 
on the reliability of information presented 
in movies with historical themes. 
Questions to the class might include: Is it 
possible that some of these movies are 
very accurate? Is it possible that some of 
these movies are highly fictionalized? Is 
the perspective from which the film is 
told likely to influence the accuracy of 
information presented? How are historical 
movies or films with historical themes 
different from documentaries and news 
stories? 

● Explain to students that as a class 
you will view a film with an historical 
theme and then compare the account 
given in the film to other sources of 
information available on the topic. 
Instruct students to view the film 

● Actively participate in 
discussing sources pertaining 
to the unit, be actively 
engaged in viewing the 
film(s) of the unit, and 
become versed in the major 
themes presented from 
primary sources as well as the 
analysis of the film(s). The 
expectation for the student is 
that he/she will prepare for 
class by reading assigned 
materials and applying any/all 
outside sources. 

● Write journals 
throughout the semester that 
will address either pertinent 
or essential questions of the 
unit being studied; journals 
will include student thoughts 
on the reliability of 
information presented in films 
or movies, student answers to 
unit discussion questions, 
student description of 
personal reaction to the 
‘films.’ These journals may 
go beyond the traditional 

 
 
6.1.12.EconET.11.a 
 
6.1.12.History CC.11.b 
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critically, writing down any points that 
they want to verify through other sources. 

form. Instructors will 
emphasize that these journals 
should draw upon the 
multiple intelligences 
described by Howard 
Gardener. 

● Write unit reaction 
essays (six) based upon the 
analysis, evaluation, and 
discussion of film and history 
inherent to the unit of study; 
students will develop an 
opinion distinguishing fact 
from “story-telling” (3-4 
pages, MLA Style). Each of 
these six essays will address 
the themes and concepts 
reflected in readings, 
discussion, and journals. 
 
 
Final Assessment 
(Semester): 
At the end of this semester 
course, students will 
culminate their study be 
developing a theme of their 
choosing and analyze the 
subject according to the 
standards established in the 
course. Students will be 
required to do the following: 
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● Determine area of study 

that encompasses a 
problem-based thesis 
(student ownership, 
approved by instructor). 

● Incorporate the status of 
research performed 
throughout the semester in 
their journals. 

● Choose partners (3) and 
identify individual roles 
required of each 
(approved by instructor). 

● Define how the project 
will be presented 
(approved by instructor). 
Possibilities may include 
video, script writing, 
panel discussion and/or 
other “non-traditional” 
forms. 

● Minimum requirement 
includes use of primary 
and secondary sources, a 
written component, a clear 
definition of purpose, and 
evidence that supports the 
achievement of personal 
and course objectives. 
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Unit IV 
 
OBJECTIVES ACTIVITIES & EXPERIENCES EVALUATION NJSLS 
Civil Rights Movement: 
 
Film: Simple Justice vs. Mississippi 
Burning 
 

1. Students will review the Brown v. 
Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas 
decision concerning the issue of 
“separate but equal.” 

2. Students will apply the civil rights 
amendments (13, 14, and 15) and 
the various legal decisions and 
procedures leading up to the Brown 
v. Board of Education decision. 

3. Students will review the actions and 
events of Freedom Summer of 1963. 

4. Students will compare the approach 
in Simple Justice to the civil 
disobedient actions taken by SCLC, 
SNCC and the Freedom Riders. 

● Have students brainstorm ways 
that people “learn” history in addition to 
those already discussed. List ideas on 
chart paper or on the board. If students do 
not offer films or movies, add this to the 
list and ask students to name films with 
historical themes that they have either 
seen or heard about. 

● Ask students to give their thoughts 
on the reliability of information presented 
in movies with historical themes. 
Questions to the class might include: Is it 
possible that some of these movies are 
very accurate? Is it possible that some of 
these movies are highly fictionalized? Is 
the perspective from which the film is 
told likely to influence the accuracy of 
information presented? How are historical 
movies or films with historical themes 
different from documentaries and news 
stories? 

● Explain to students that as a class 
you will view a film with an historical 
theme and then compare the account 
given in the film to other sources of 
information available on the topic. 
Instruct students to view the film 

● Actively participate 
in discussing sources 
pertaining to the unit, be 
actively engaged in viewing 
the film(s) of the unit, and 
become versed in the major 
themes presented from 
primary sources as well as 
the analysis of the film(s). 
The expectation for the 
student is that he/she will 
prepare for class by reading 
assigned materials and 
applying any/all outside 
sources. 

● Write journals 
throughout the semester that 
will address either pertinent 
or essential questions of the 
unit being studied; journals 
will include student 
thoughts on the reliability of 
information presented in 
films or movies, student 
answers to unit discussion 
questions, student 
description of personal 
reaction to the ‘films.’ 

 
6.1.12.CivicsDP.13.a 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.a 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.c 
 
6.1.12.HistoryUP.4.a 
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critically, writing down any points that 
they want to verify through other sources. 

These journals may go 
beyond the traditional form. 
Instructors will emphasize 
that these journals should 
draw upon the multiple 
intelligences described by 
Howard Gardener. 

● Write unit reaction 
essays (six) based upon the 
analysis, evaluation, and 
discussion of film and 
history inherent to the unit 
of study; students will 
develop an opinion 
distinguishing fact from 
“story-telling” (3-4 pages, 
MLA Style). Each of these 
six essays will address the 
themes and concepts 
reflected in readings, 
discussion, and journals. 
 
 
Final Assessment 
(Semester): 
At the end of this semester 
course, students will 
culminate their study be 
developing a theme of their 
choosing and analyze the 
subject according to the 
standards established in the 
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course. Students will be 
required to do the following: 
 
● Determine area of study 

that encompasses a 
problem-based thesis 
(student ownership, 
approved by instructor). 

● Incorporate the status of 
research performed 
throughout the semester 
in their journals. 

● Choose partners (3) and 
identify individual roles 
required of each 
(approved by instructor). 

● Define how the project 
will be presented 
(approved by instructor). 
Possibilities may include 
video, script writing, 
panel discussion and/or 
other “non-traditional” 
forms. 

● Minimum requirement 
includes use of primary 
and secondary sources, a 
written component, a 
clear definition of 
purpose, and evidence 
that supports the 



Course: Critical Analysis of History Through Film PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 11, 12 

achievement of personal 
and course objectives. 
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Unit V 
 
OBJECTIVES ACTIVITIES & EXPERIENCES EVALUATION NJSLS 
The Cold War: Nuclear Development 
 
Film: Dr. Strangelove vs. Fail Safe 
 

1. Students will review concepts of the 
Cold War themes that include: 
brinkmanship, MAD (Mutual 
Assured Destruction), 
thermonuclear warfare. 

2. Students will describe the era’s 
strategic thinking and cultural 
climate in the 1960s. 

3. Students will compare the intensity 
of the threat of nuclear war from the 
1960s to 1980s (Dr. Strangelove vs. 
Fail Safe). 

4. Students will compare the personal 
reactions from those generations to 
their own. 

● Have students brainstorm ways 
that people “learn” history in addition to 
those already discussed. List ideas on 
chart paper or on the board. If students do 
not offer films or movies, add this to the 
list and ask students to name films with 
historical themes that they have either 
seen or heard about. 

● Ask students to give their thoughts 
on the reliability of information presented 
in movies with historical themes. 
Questions to the class might include: Is it 
possible that some of these movies are 
very accurate? Is it possible that some of 
these movies are highly fictionalized? Is 
the perspective from which the film is 
told likely to influence the accuracy of 
information presented? How are historical 
movies or films with historical themes 
different from documentaries and news 
stories? 

● Explain to students that as a class 
you will view a film with an historical 
theme and then compare the account 
given in the film to other sources of 
information available on the topic. 
Instruct students to view the film 

● Actively participate 
in discussing sources 
pertaining to the unit, be 
actively engaged in 
viewing the film(s) of the 
unit, and become versed in 
the major themes presented 
from primary sources as 
well as the analysis of the 
film(s). The expectation for 
the student is that he/she 
will prepare for class by 
reading assigned materials 
and applying any/all 
outside sources. 

● Write journals 
throughout the semester 
that will address either 
pertinent or essential 
questions of the unit being 
studied; journals will 
include student thoughts on 
the reliability of 
information presented in 
films or movies, student 
answers to unit discussion 
questions, student 
description of personal 

6.1.12.EconNE.12.a 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.d 
 
6.2.12.HistoryCC.5.a 
 
6.2.12.HistoryCC.5.e 
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critically, writing down any points that 
they want to verify through other sources. 

reaction to the ‘films.’ 
These journals may go 
beyond the traditional 
form. Instructors will 
emphasize that these 
journals should draw upon 
the multiple intelligences 
described by Howard 
Gardener. 

● Write unit reaction 
essays (six) based upon the 
analysis, evaluation, and 
discussion of film and 
history inherent to the unit 
of study; students will 
develop an opinion 
distinguishing fact from 
“story-telling” (3-4 pages, 
MLA Style). Each of these 
six essays will address the 
themes and concepts 
reflected in readings, 
discussion, and journals. 
 
 
Final Assessment 
(Semester): 
At the end of this semester 
course, students will 
culminate their study be 
developing a theme of their 
choosing and analyze the 
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subject according to the 
standards established in the 
course. Students will be 
required to do the 
following: 
 
● Determine area of 

study that encompasses 
a problem-based thesis 
(student ownership, 
approved by 
instructor). 

● Incorporate the status 
of research performed 
throughout the 
semester in their 
journals. 

● Choose partners (3) 
and identify individual 
roles required of each 
(approved by 
instructor). 

● Define how the project 
will be presented 
(approved by 
instructor). Possibilities 
may include video, 
script writing, panel 
discussion and/or other 
“non-traditional” 
forms. 



Course: Critical Analysis of History Through Film PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 11, 12 

● Minimum requirement 
includes use of primary 
and secondary sources, 
a written component, a 
clear definition of 
purpose, and evidence 
that supports the 
achievement of 
personal and course 
objectives. 
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Unit VI 
 
OBJECTIVES ACTIVITIES & EXPERIENCES EVALUATION NJSLS 
Film: Schindler’s List vs. Escape from 
Sobibor 
 

1. Students will review events of the 
holocaust and the concept of 
genocide. 

2. Students will describe the human 
effects of persecution and triumph 
of the human spirit. 

3. Students will describe the response 
of the world community to genocide 
in the contemporary world. 

 

● Have students brainstorm ways 
that people “learn” history in addition to 
those already discussed. List ideas on 
chart paper or on the board. If students do 
not offer films or movies, add this to the 
list and ask students to name films with 
historical themes that they have either 
seen or heard about. 

● Ask students to give their thoughts 
on the reliability of information presented 
in movies with historical themes. 
Questions to the class might include: Is it 
possible that some of these movies are 
very accurate? Is it possible that some of 
these movies are highly fictionalized? Is 
the perspective from which the film is 
told likely to influence the accuracy of 
information presented? How are historical 
movies or films with historical themes 
different from documentaries and news 
stories? 

● Explain to students that as a class 
you will view a film with an historical 
theme and then compare the account 
given in the film to other sources of 
information available on the topic. 
Instruct students to view the film 

● Actively participate in 
discussing sources pertaining 
to the unit, be actively 
engaged in viewing the 
film(s) of the unit, and 
become versed in the major 
themes presented from 
primary sources as well as the 
analysis of the film(s). The 
expectation for the student is 
that he/she will prepare for 
class by reading assigned 
materials and applying any/all 
outside sources. 

● Write journals 
throughout the semester that 
will address either pertinent 
or essential questions of the 
unit being studied; journals 
will include student thoughts 
on the reliability of 
information presented in films 
or movies, student answers to 
unit discussion questions, 
student description of 
personal reaction to the 
‘films.’ These journals may 
go beyond the traditional 

6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.a 
 
6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d 
 
6.2.12.CivicsHR.4.a: 
 
6.2.12.HistoryUP.4.b 
 
6.2.12.HistoryUP.4.c 
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critically, writing down any points that 
they want to verify through other sources. 

form. Instructors will 
emphasize that these journals 
should draw upon the 
multiple intelligences 
described by Howard 
Gardener. 

● Write unit reaction 
essays (six) based upon the 
analysis, evaluation, and 
discussion of film and history 
inherent to the unit of study; 
students will develop an 
opinion distinguishing fact 
from “story-telling” (3-4 
pages, MLA Style). Each of 
these six essays will address 
the themes and concepts 
reflected in readings, 
discussion, and journals. 
 
 
Final Assessment 
(Semester): 
At the end of this semester 
course, students will 
culminate their study be 
developing a theme of their 
choosing and analyze the 
subject according to the 
standards established in the 
course. Students will be 
required to do the following: 



Course: Critical Analysis of History Through Film PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 11, 12 

 
● Determine area of study 

that encompasses a 
problem-based thesis 
(student ownership, 
approved by instructor). 

● Incorporate the status of 
research performed 
throughout the semester in 
their journals. 

● Choose partners (3) and 
identify individual roles 
required of each 
(approved by instructor). 

● Define how the project 
will be presented 
(approved by instructor). 
Possibilities may include 
video, script writing, 
panel discussion and/or 
other “non-traditional” 
forms. 

● Minimum requirement 
includes use of primary 
and secondary sources, a 
written component, a clear 
definition of purpose, and 
evidence that supports the 
achievement of personal 
and course objectives. 
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Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

Connections to NJSLS – English Language Arts: 
WHST.9-12.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 

technical processes 

WHST.9-12.9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research 

RST.11-12.1: Accurately cite strong and thorough evidence from the text to support analysis of science and technical texts, attending 

to precise details for explanations or descriptions. 

 
Connections to NJSLS – Mathematics 

MP.4: Model with mathematics.  

NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

 

21st Century Life and 

Careers 

9.2.12.C.1 Review career goals and determine the steps necessary for attainment. 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
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Technology Standards 8.1.12.C.1 Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with peers and experts, and present ideas 

for feedback through social media or in an online community. 

8.1.12.D.5 Analyze the capabilities and limitations of current and emerging technology resources and assess their potential to address 

personal, social, lifelong learning, and career needs.  

8.1.12.E.1 Produce a position statement about a real world problem by developing a systematic plan of investigation with peers and 

experts synthesizing information from multiple sources. 

Modifications 

English Language Learners Special Education At-Risk Gifted and Talented 
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●  
Display labeled 
images of 
individuals, 
terms and 
content  

● Use body 
movement and 
gestures to 
further explain 
concepts to 
students.  

● Restate design 
steps aloud 
before project 
activity. 

● Assign a native 
language 
partner.  

●  
Provide 
adequate 
scaffolds for the 
educational 
process.  

● Provide 
alternative 
choices (i.e. 
verbal or visual) 
to demonstrate 
proficiency. 

● Provide an 
outline of 
lessons 

● Get a written list 
of instructions 

● Work or take a 
test in a 
different setting, 
such as a quiet 
room with few 
distractions. 

● Sit where they 
learn best (for 
example, near 
the teacher). 

● Use an alarm to 
help with time 
management. 

● Work with a 
partner. 

●  
Incorporate 
student choice  

● Invite parents, 
neighbors, 
friends, the 
school principal 
and other 
community 
members to 
support 
classroom 
activities.  

● Provide peer 
mentoring to 
improve 
techniques.  

● Take on an additional or more complex reading and writing 
prompts  

● Investigate different levels and concepts relevant to the 
presented topics 

 


